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Things sure are getting dark, aren’t they? One can hardly tell 

what’s right and wrong anymore. Jesus, who was welcomed by 

Jerusalem with shouts of “hosanna” a week ago is now being 

sent off to his death by shouts from a crowd. Jesus, who was 

free and giving directions for the Passover only 24 hours ago is 

now in Roman custody and sentenced for death. Things aren’t 

looking good. Justice is nowhere to be found. Hope is fading. 

Righteousness is overcome. The flood waters of evil are 

sweeping in and are carrying off the King of the Jews away to 

be crucified. 

 

My hope for you this morning is that you see, in a fresh way, 

the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. In the midst of hatred and 

reckless injustice I hope you will see the glory of this Servant, 

content to suffer willingly and silently – not for his own sin, 

but for your sin and my sin. This morning I want you to behold 

this shackled Christ and enjoy his freedom. I want you hear his 

silence and treasure his surrender. And I want you to feel the 

darkness and exult his glory.   

 

Here the Lord is calling all of us to consider the perfections of 

Jesus and find our hope fixed on him even as he is delivered 

over into the hands of sinners. 

 

What I love about the narratives of Gospel writers is the fact 

that they are not interested in communicating simple history. 

They aren’t out to tell us what happened. They want to make 

sure we knew how it happened and why it happened. And they 

do it in some ingenious ways. 

 

At first glance it would be easy to read the gospel of Mark or 

Mark’s account of Jesus’ trail here and think, “What? That’s it? 

The perfect son of God is being betrayed, tried, and sentenced 

for evil he did not commit and all you give us is these brief, 15 

verses?” 

 

Well, believe it or not. There’s a lot here. It’s subtle and 

nuanced but Mark is saying a lot about this trail and even more 

about this Jesus. So let’s take a look. 

 

<Read Mark 15:1-2> 

 

Last week we learned about the unjust religious trial of Jesus 

before the Sanhedrin. They took him into custody at night, tried 

him in a home, falsely accused him with inconstant testimony 

and passed their own sentence, unanimously on the same day. 

These men had an agenda. They wanted Jesus dead. But they 

knew, though they had authority to pass judgment on some 

aspects of civil law, they did not have the power to pass 

judgment on capital offenses (those that warranted the death 

penalty). 

 

They needed Rome’s help. As soon as it was morning they 

took it up with the governing leader in Jerusalem, a Roman 

named Pilate. Mark doesn’t go into detail here, but we know 

from the other gospels that the Sanhedrin presented Jesus to 

Pilate as a rebel, guilty of sedition.
1
 Pilate had no interest in the 

religious issues of the Jews.  

 

                                                        
1 See Luke 23:2 
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Christianity has often tried to paint Pilate as a neutral or even a 

commendable character, but other historical accounts reveal 

that he was no friend to Jews and no friend to Jesus. He was 

indignant towards Jewish culture
2
 and had countered 

opposition to his leadership with brutality at least two other 

times (Luke 13:1).
3
  

 

These first few verses seem to suggest that he is cautious about 

Jesus but remain unconvinced of any motive for insurrection or 

political instability. You can almost hear his sarcasm: 

 “You are the king of the Jews?” 

I think it’s actually better translated this way… you cannot 

translate sarcasm but it seems like this is what’s going on here. 

 

Now listen to Jesus’ response: 

 “You say.” Or  “you say so” 

See how “It is as” is in italics in the NAS? That means it’s 

implied. And that isn’t a bad rendering. But Jesus only says 

two words: “you” and “say.” The meaning is subtle but 

glorious. 

 

He’s NOT admitting to any wrongdoing but he’s NOT denying 

his true title either. He’s answering Pilate’s sarcasm with 

subtle, glorious irony. Have you ever said something in 

sarcasm that came to learn to be true only after the fact? 

                                                        
2 He once set up a bust of the Roman emperor Gaius 

in the Temple (Ant. 18.55-59; War 2.169-71; Philo, Embassy 

to Gaius 229-304). 
3 Many Jews were killed after their protest against 

Pilate’s use of Temple funds for a public aqueduct project 

(Ant. 18.60-62; War 2.175-77). 

Something you didn’t know how true it actually was when you 

first said it? 

 

<Illustration about our second pregnancy with Rosie> 

 

I thought I was making a joke, but what I said was actually 

more true than I realized. 

 

Pilate thought he was insulting Jesus. But he was actually 

ascribing a glorious title to him. It was title that he thought 

couldn’t possibly describe the man standing before him.  

 

“You are the King of the Jews?” 

“You are saying so” 

 

Make no mistake, Jesus – betrayed, bound, rejected, 

abandoned, and delivered over – is the King of the Jews. But 

he is no threat to Rome for he has no earthly king - at least, not 

yet. 

 

Pilate didn’t take Jesus’ response seriously because his own 

question wasn’t a serious one. And so the chief priests start in. 

And  “began to accuse him harshly” 

Pilate turns to Jesus and says, “Do you not answer? See how 

many charges they bring against you!” 

 

“But Jesus made no further answer;” 

- “so Pilate was amazed.” 

 

“What are you going to do, Jesus, just stand there? These men 

want your life. These men are bringing charges against you. 

Are they true or false? Don’t you care?” 
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Oh, Jesus cares. He cares so much he will remain silent. He 

cares so much he will let the waters of injustice sweep him 

away. He cares so much he will suffer willingly for sin. Pilate, 

he cares. More than you could possibly know. 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,  

yet he opened not his mouth;  

  like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,  

and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,  

so he opened not his mouth. (Is. 53:7) 

 

Remember Peter? In the eight verses before this scene he 

denies any association with Jesus. Peter was afraid for his life 

and he lied to save it. Peter protects his life by denying true 

accusations leveled against him. 

 

Here, Jesus surrenders his life by NOT denying the false 

accusations leveled against him.  

 

What freedom! Unhindered by sin, Jesus it TOTALLY free to 

embrace the plan of the Father with total willingness. What 

purity! Unstained by corruption, Jesus’ purity is so perfect he 

can forfeit its appearance. He does not need to appear sinless. 

He does not need to be vindicated. He is free to be counted as a 

blasphemous criminal. And he is free to be delivered over to 

death.  

 

For this was the plan of the Father: to save sinners. 

 

Are you enjoying his freedom this morning? I think the term 

‘enjoying’ means two things in this context. 

1. That your affections are stirred by the willing 

obedience and submission of Jesus 

2. That your life is patterned after the same freedom to 

obey and submit to the Father  

 

Galatians 5:1 says, “It is for freedom that Christ has set us 

free.” Freedom does not mean being able to do whatever you 

want apart from the father’s will. Freedom is wanting what 

God wants for us and being able to do what God wants us to 

do. 

Christ sets us free from the bondage of sin so that we can live 

for God! Have you been set free from sin? Does your life show 

it? Do you treasure his silence? Are you enjoying his freedom? 

 

<Read Mark 15:6-11> 

 

It was customary in this time to set a prisoner free in 

celebration of the Passover. Pilate knew this and leveraged the 

opportunity to spite the religious leaders. He wisely discerned 

the true motives of the chief priests were not to protect their 

fellow Jews from a religious heretic per se or even an 

insurrectionist per se, but out of “envy.” 

 

“I Jesus were released by the crowds, he wouldn’t be my 

problem AND I’d get to ‘stir the crabs’ among these envious, 

religious leaders.” 

 

Well things didn’t go according to plan for Pilate. They 

insisted on Barabbas instead! 

 

There had apparently been an uprising around this time and 

Mark tells us that Barabbas had played a part, murdering 

someone in the process. Now he’s incarcerated and awaiting 

capital punishment. Certainly the crowds want the ‘King of the 
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Jews’ more than a murdering insurrectionist. If anyone should 

be let go by the Roman guard its Jesus. 

 

Do you know where the true irony is here, though? It’s in 

Barabbas’ name. His name means “son of the father.” You 

can’t help but marvel at the play on words here. 

 

The “son of the father,” Barabbas, the guilty, murder 

insurrectionists is let go while the True Son of the Father is 

delivered over to be crucified.  

 

This, brothers and sisters is a living picture of God’s loving 

substitution.  We all as rebellious God-hating people have been 

set free from our sentence of death through Jesus’ willing 

surrender. 

 

“But God shows his love for us in that, while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 

 

Do you see the glory of this Christ? Are you pricked by the 

rebellion of your sin? Not by the consequence of your sin, 

mind you, but by the heinousness’ of your sin in the eyes of a 

holy God. Are you trusting only in this Christ who freely bore 

your condemnation and guilt on the cross? 

 

Do you hear their utter rejection of Jesus? Do you hear his 

silence? Do you treasure his surrender? 

 

<Read Mark 15:12-15> 

 

After the crowds insist upon the release of Barabbas, Pilate is 

confused. They don’t want their ‘King’ released; what do they 

want for their king? Notice the two words in verse 12 “you 

call.” Mark is bringing our attention to the fact the Pilate is 

identifying Jesus as one of their own, one the Jew’s have 

named as their king. Let the shouts of the crowds in Mark 

11:10 echo in your ears: 

 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! 

Hosanna in the highest” 

 

How do the crowds reply now?  

 “Crucify him!” 

 

Pilate responds by bowing to the demands of a people he was 

charged to govern. Perhaps Pilate didn’t want another 

insurrection on his hands. Perhaps it was a PR stunt to give him 

a more favorable, public image. In either case he succumbs to 

the desire to satisfy the people and miscarries justice at the 

expense of an innocent man.  

 

Can you feel the growing darkness of these moments? 

 

Delivered over by Judas into the hands of the guards 

Delivered over by the guards into the hands of the chief priests 

Delivered over by the chief priests into the hands of Pilate 

Delivered over by Pilate into the demands of the mob 

Delivered over by the mob to crucifixion 

 

Dark, darker, darker, darker and soon – darkness. 

 

Can you see his glory shining? Can you exult in this silent, 

suffering, surrendered King of the Jews? 

 

In closing, I have two final questions to consider: 
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1. Are you loving, treasuring, and exulting the glory of 

Christ this morning? 

a. Is your darkness unconquerable? Is it too much 

to bear? Are you being swept away by injustice 

or affliction? Look to Christ! 

2. Are you enjoying the freedom of the condemned 

Messiah? 

a. Are your affections being stirred to love this 

Jesus who endured all things willingly for your 

good and for the glory of the Father? 

b. Or is he an obstacle? He was Judas, Priests, 

Peter, Pilate. Jesus got in their way. Is Jesus 

getting in your way? 

c. Is Christ an obstacle to your freedom and 

happiness or is he your freedom and happiness? 


